Date:




MAY  Hepatitis Awareness Month
Dear Representative/Senator _______________________
I thought you should be aware that between 2004 and 2006, one thousand one hundred and seventy two (1,172) chronic cases of hepatitis B and six thousand eight hundred and fifty (6,850) chronic cases of hepatitis C and were reported in Connecticut. 

Hepatitis B is a disease of the liver that is caused by the hepatitis B virus (HBV). Even though ninety percent of the people who contract HBV recover on their own, a minority of patients cannot clear the virus from their bodies and have long term, or chronic hepatitis B. This form of the disease can lead to serious complications such as fibrosis, cirrhosis, liver failure and liver cancer. 
Although anyone can contract HBV, the virus is more common among Asian Pacific Americans (APA) than any other population in the United States. From 2000 to 2005, the Asian Pacific Population in Connecticut grew more than 30 percent, making Connecticut the 8th fastest growing APA population in the United States. Of the 1.25 million Americans living with chronic hepatitis B infection, approximately half are Asian American. In 2002, the hepatitis B-related death rate among Asian Americans was six times higher than the rate among whites. The C. Everett Koop Institute has estimated that the lifetime healthcare costs for a patient with chronic hepatitis B is $65,000 in the absence of liver transplantation. For the 150,000 HBV carriers with significant liver damage, the lifetime healthcare costs in the U.S have been estimated to be $9 billion.  
Insert a short paragraph about yourself and your connection to hepatitis B (optional)
Hepatitis b is a growing health concern in Connecticut and the entire country. Hepatitis B is a serious disease that can be prevented. I urge you to support testing and vaccination for at-risk adults and funding for the education, prevention and treatment of viral hepatitis.
Sincerely,

Name and contact information
